No Gains in D.C. Crime Fight 
Under Nixon, Mitchell Says 
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Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell said yesterday that 
no progress has been made in 
the fight against street crime 
in Washington since the Nixon 
administration took office. 

The Attorney General’s as- 
sessment differs from a state- 
ment by President Nixon, who, 
on May- 23, said he was “very 
encouraged” at a purported 
downturn >in the crime rate 
here. 

Largely at the behest of the 
administration, the authorized 
strength of the metropolitan 
police department has been 
raised from 4,100 to 5,100 since 
Mr. Nixon’s inauguration; ac- 
tual manpower has increased 
by almost 800 men dluring the 
period, and special overtime 
patrols have "been instituted 
with White House approval. 

Asked yesterday if progress 
has been made since Mr. 
Nixon described Washington 
as the “crime capital of the 
world” during the 1968 presi- 
dential campaign, Mitchell re- 
plied at his press conference: 

“No. There has not been 
(any progress) . . . and that is 
why we anticipate with great 
delight final passage and sign- 


ing” of the D.C. crime bill that 
was cleared by a congressional 
conference committee on Mon- 
day. 

The legislation — parts of 
which have caused controver- 
sy — would authorize preven- 
tive detention for some sus- 
pects before trial; permit po- 
lice to conduct no-knock 
searches; reduce from 18 to 16 
the age at which juveniles 
charged with some crimes 
would be tried as adults; ex- 
pand police wiretapping au- 
thority; provide five-year man- 
datory minimum sentences for 
persons convicted twice of 
armed crimes, and order a 
sweeping reorganization of the 
city’s courts to speed and im- 
prove the administration of 
justice. 

‘It’s a Good Bill’ 

Asked if amendments to the 
bill as originally drafted by 
the administration had af- 
fected his view of the legisla- 
tion, Mitchell said: 

“There have been some im- 
provements and some limita- 
tions. By and large it’s a good 
bill, and we’re happy to have 
it.” 

The attorney general’s as- 
sertion that no headway has 
been made - against , street 


crime here since the adminis- 
tration took office contrasts 
with recent assessments' by 
Police Chief Jerry V. Wilson. 

Offering statistics that 
showed a continuing decrease 
in the crimate rate from one 
month to the next since De- 
cember, Wilson said on May 21 
that a “steady rate” of decline 
“appears to be an emerging 
trend.” 

The optimism was amplified 
by Mayor Walter E. Washing- 
ton, who greeted the statistics 
with “satisfaction and plea- 
sure . . . hope and optimism.” 

The day after newspaper ac- 
counts of the new “trend” ap- 
peared, President Nixon sum- 
moned the mayor and police 
chief to the White House for a 
meeting. 

Calling reporters into his of- 
fice, the President Reported 
he was “very encouraged.” Ac- 
cording to the mayor’s account 
of the meeting, the President 
said that “he was glad to see 
we were moving” on crime. 
Monthly Decline Cited 

The statistics cited by Mr. 
Nixon, the mayor and Wilson, 
however, show a decline only 
from one month to the next — 
from March, 1970, to April, 


1970, for example. The total 
number or reported crimes in 
the first quarter of 1970 was 
21 per cent higher than in the 
first quarter of 1969. 

, At his press conference yes- 
terday, the attorney general 
said that “we’re trying to put 
together the best piece of 
crime, legislation we can” for 
the District of Columbia and 
indicated he believes such leg- 
islation must become law be- 
fore any real drop in crime 
here can be recorded. 

Much the same view was 
stated yesterday by Sen.- Jo- 
seph D. Tydings (D-Md.b chair- 
man of the Senate District 
Committee and one of the 
leaders of the House-Senate 
conference that finished work 
on the crime bill Monday. 

Describing the bill as “the 
President’s legislation to con- 
trol the enormous crime 
plague ravaging our national 
capital,” Tydings sent an unu- 
sual letter to newsmen, con- 
stituents and Washington civic 
leaders urging support of the 
package. 

Tydings, who faces re-elec- 
tion this fall, said the “over- 
whelming bulk of this bill” 

. deals with court reform, not 
the controversial revisions of 
the D.C. criminal code. 



